ago when Toyota chose Tupelo, Miss.,
over Marion, Ark., for a large automo-
tive assembly plant.

In the Summer 2012 issue of SB&D,
Fenter said, “Toyota cited their concerns
about the Arkansas Delta region’s capac-
ity to supply and maintain the facility
with a high-quality labor force. We used
the loss of that opportunity as a wake-
up call, a road map of what we wanted
our future to look like.”

Since that huge loss for the Arkan-
sas Delta region, educators in Arkansas
like Dr. Fenter have developed a work-
force training model that is the envy of
the nation. In fact, the Arkansas Delta
Training and Education Consortium
(ADTEC), of which Mid-South Communi-
ty College is a member, was recognized
by the U.S. Department of Labor as the
nation’s No. 1 workforce model.

Earl Ray Tomblin

Call it coincidence if you want,
since he got the job in 2010 when real
growth began to surface in the South,
but when Earl Ray Tomblin stepped into
the West Virginia governor’s office, the
state’s economy took off. Gov. Tomblin
became acting governor of West Virginia
in 2010 after former Governor Joe Man-
chin was elected to the U.S. Senate. In
fact, Gov. Tomblin is the only governor
we know who has won two gubernatorial
elections in 13 months. He was elected
as governor in a special election to fill
Manchin’s unexpired term on October
4, 2011, then reelected again in the
reqular election on November 6, 2012.
During those three years, West Virginia’s
economy took off like no three-year pe-
riod we have covered since 1993.

For example, West Virginia's exports
grew 26 percent in 2012, fourth-best in
the nation and second in the South to
Arkansas. In 2011, West Virginia was
home to the second-best job growth in
the U.S. and No. 1 in the South and first
in export growth nationwide.

Rick Perry

Texas Gov. Rick Perry may go down
as the South’s best economic develop-
ment governor ever when he leaves office,
whenever that day comes. He has already
served as Texas” Governor for 13 years.

Jay Nixon

We just loved Gov. Perry’s California
radio ad campaign launched this year
where he says, “Building a business is
tough, but I hear building a business in
California is next to impossible.” Asked
by a reporter about the campaign, Per-
1y said, among other things, “You fish
where the fish are.”

After all these years, Gov. Perry
remains an unstoppable force when it
comes to economic development and
Texas remains the dominant player in
the South for job generation as it has
been since he took office. In 2012, Texas
had its best year since 1997 in landing
large economic development projects.

Jay Nixon

Jay Nixon is serving his second
term as governor of Missouri. In 2008,
Gov. Nixon won election by the highest
margin of victory for a non-incumbent
governor in 44 years and was elected
to a second term on November 6, 2012.

Missouri’s economy has done just
fine of late, recovering nicely from the
recession with an unemployment rate
that is under 7 percent. We were es-
pecially impressed by Gov. Nixon when
he united Republicans and Democrats
to pass landmark legislation support-
ing Missouri’s long standing automotive
industry. His first executive order was
to create the Missouri Automotive Jobs
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Task Force to develop strategies to cre-
ate jobs and bring next-generation ve-
hicle production to the state.

In 2010, when the future of Ford's
plant in Kansas City was in doubt, Gov.
Nixon called the General Assembly into
a special session to pass the Missouri
Manufacturing Jobs Act, providing ad-
ditional incentives to manufactur-
ers. This resulted in Ford deciding not
only to keep the plant open, but invest
$1.1 billion in the facility and add 1,600
jobs. General Motors followed suit with
a $380 million investment in its plant
near St. Louis. &




