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STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

1 900 KanmawHA BouLeEvarRp, EasT
CHARLESTON, WV 25305
(304) BE58-2000

EARL Ray TomBLIN
GOVERNOR August 23, 2013

Mr. Frank Skaggs, Director

LIS, Small Business Administration
Field Operations Center East

101 Marietra Streer, NW

Suite 700

Atlanta, Georgia 30303-2725

Dear Mr. Skaggs:

Between June 12, 2013 and June 19, 2013, a severe storm system struck Roane County,
West Virginia, with high winds and heavy rain. In a short period of time at least two of the streams
that feed into Spencer, the county seat, flooded and did not stop rising until they exceeded the 1%
annual chance flood in some areas. This resulted in severe damage to residences, businesses, and
publicly owned buildings and infrastructure in Spencer and orher parts of the county.

Following the storms, Small Business Administration representatives who participated in
the Joint Federal-State Preliminary Damage Assessment reported fortytwo homes with major
damage and one hundred forty-nine with minor damage in Roane County. In addition, they found
that six businesses suffered major damage and twenty-five had minor damage. In response to my
request, President Barack Obama declared a Major Disaster for this event on July 26, 2013, but my
request for Individual Assistance was denied by FEMA. This leaves many homeowners and
business owners who have sustained uninsured losses of at least forty percent of the fair
replacement value of their property in dire need of assistance to help them rebuild their lives.

Therefore, 1 formally request that the Small Business Administration issue a Physical
Disaster Declaration providing low-interest loans to homeowners and businesses in Roane County
pursuant to 13 C.ER. 123.3. [ do not expect to make a further request to the President for
Individual Assistance from FEMA for this disaster.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. If additional information is required to
assist you in your determinations and surveys, please do not hesitate to contact either me or my
Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Management, Attention: Jimmy Gianato at 304-

541.4440.

Sincerely,

Governor



