STATE oF WEST VIRGINIA
QFFICE OF THE GOVERMNOR

OO KANAWRA B OULEVARD, " ERgT
CHarLESTON, WV 253085
(304) 5858-2000
Eart Ray ToMeLIN
GovERNOR

February 18, 2013

Mr. Frank Skaggs, Director

U.S8. Small Business Administration
Field Operations Center East

101 Marietta Street, NW

Suite 700

Atlanta, Georgia 30303-2725

Dear Mr. Skaggs:

Beginning October 29, 2012, Hurricane Sandy struck West Virginia with snow, high
winds and rain. The heavy, wet snow destroyed or caused severe damage to residences and
businesses, brought down trees and power lines causing more than 380,000 power outages, and.
blocked access to homes. These circumstances necessitated extraordinary measures to make
certain people were safe and had adequate supplies to survive until the power could be restored.
Nicholas County was the center of devastation with 17 homes completely destroyed, 17 with
major damage, and 43 with minor damage. - A further 55 homes were determined to be affected in
some way. Small Business Administration (SBA) representatives believed 24 homes and eight
businesses in this county had suffered major damage. President Barack Obama declared a Major .
Disaster for this event on November 27, 2012, but my request for Individual Assistance was
denied by the Federal Emergency Management Agency. This has left many residents and
business owners in dire need of assistance to help them rebuild their lives. '

Therefore, I formally request that the Small Business Administration issue a Physical -
Disaster declaration providing low-interest loans to homeowners and businesses in Nicholas
County pursuant to 13 C.F.R. 123.3. This request is necessary, as I do not anticipate FEMA
reversing its decision.

If additional information is required to assist you in your determinations and surveys,
please do not hesitate to contact either me or my Director of the Division of Homeland Security:
and Emergency Management, Jimmy Gianato, at 304-541-4440. Thank you for your
consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,

Earl R4y Tomblin
Governor -



