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Regulatory framework 

W. Va. Code § 22-6A-7(b)(13) 

 

A well site safety plan to address proper safety measures to be 
employed for the protection of persons on the site as well as the 
general public.  The plan shall encompass all aspects of the 
operation, including the actual well work for which the permit 
was obtained, completion activities and production activities, 
and shall provide an emergency point of contact for the well 
operator... 

 



Regulatory framework 

W. Va. Code § 22-6A-7(b)(13), continued 

 

…The well operator shall provide a copy of the well site safety 
plan to the local emergency planning committee established 
pursuant to section seven, article five-a, chapter fifteen of this 
code, for the emergency planning district in which the well work 
will occur at least seven days before commencement of well 
work or site preparation work that involves any disturbance of 
land; 

 



Well Site Safety Plan Contents 

• 35 CSR 8 – 5.7. 

• Coordination with local emergency planning committee/county 
office of emergency services 

• Siting requirements 

• Well control and blowout preventer (BOP) requirements 

• Well killing operations requirements 

• Hydrogen sulfide operations requirements 

• Notification and protection zones requirements 

• Material safety data sheets (MSDS) 

• Safety meetings 



Site Maps (35 CSR 8 – 5.7.b.1.) 
[The well site safety plan shall include] a plan view map showing the well 
location, access road, pits, flare lines, dwellings, and nothing the north 
and prevailing wind directions. 



Evacuation Plan (35 CSR 8 – 5.7.b.3.) 

[The well site safety 
plan shall include] an 
evacuation plan for the 
removal of personnel 
and residents in the 
surrounding area who 
have the potential to 
be affected by an 
emergency. 

 

• Muster point 

• Evacuation Route 

• Directions 

 



Emergency Contacts (35 CSR 8 – 5.7.b.4-5.) 

The well site safety plan shall include a list of telephone 
numbers, including 24 hour contact information for the 
following entities: 

 

• Operator 

• Contractors 

• DEP 

• OOG Inspector and Inspector Supervisor 

• Local emergency responders 

• Local ER personnel 

• All schools and public facilities within 1 mile 



BOP Design (35 CSR 8 – 5.7.c.1.) 

[The well site safety plan shall include] BOP equipment and casing 
heads with types, sizes and ratings to be utilized during drilling, 
completion, and work-over operations… 



Well Control (35 CSR 8 – 5.7.c.4.) 

[The well site safety plan shall include] a list of all 
personnel with approved well control training and current 
certification recognized by the International Association of 
Drilling Contractors (IADC) shall be provided to the Office 
prior to the pre-spud meeting 



Wellhead Assembly (35 CSR 8 – 5.7.c.6.) 

[The well site safety 
plan shall include] a 
schematic and 
description of the 
wellhead assembly 
placed on the well 
upon completion. 



Collision Avoidance (35 CSR 8 – 5.7.c.7) 

• Separation factors 

• Survey intervals and frequency 

• Tool alignment 

• Planning 

• Spacing 



Well killing operations (35 CSR 8 – 5.7.d.) 

Requirements: 

 

• An inventory of all 
material onsite for the 
mixing of mud 



Well killing operations (35 CSR 8 – 5.7.d.) 

Requirements: 

 

• Description of mixing 
units 

• IADC-recognized kill 
procedures 



H2S Monitoring (35 CSR 8 – 5.7.e.1.) 

[The well site safety plan shall include] the equipment and method 
used for the monitoring, detection, and warning of the presence of 
hydrogen sulfide gas during drilling, completion, and work-over 
operations, specifying the location of the monitoring and detection 
equipment. 

 



H2S Monitoring (35 CSR 8 – 5.7.e.2.) 

[The well site safety plan shall include] a statement of the training to 
be provided or that has been provided to all personnel who will be 
involved in hydrogen sulfide operations. 



H2S Monitoring (35 CSR 8 – 5.7.e.3.) 

[The well site safety plan shall include] a list of the personal protective 
equipment (PPE) that will be maintained on the well site when in areas 
where hydrogen sulfide gas is likely to be encountered. 



Notification and protection zones (35 CSR 8 – 5.7.f.) 

The operator shall establish a method of notification to all 
residents and emergency response personnel who may be 
affected by specific events during the operation. 



Chemical Inventory (35 CSR 8 – 5.7.g.) 

 

 



Safety Meetings (35 CSR 8 – 5.7.h.) 

Safety meetings shall be held on-site weekly, at a 
minimum, and specifically prior to the beginning of drilling 
(pre-spud meeting), completion, and work-over 
operations… 



Personnel Tracking (35 CSR 8 – 5.7.h.) 

…A check-in and check-out list of all personnel shall be 
maintained during the drilling and completion phases of the 
operation, as well as a system for logging personnel and visitors 
to the drilling location to allow for an accurate count of people 
on the site at any time… 



Other Authorities 

• Imminent danger related to well sites 

• W. Va. Code § 22-6-3(a)  

 

• Permit conditions 

• W. Va. Code § 22-6A-2(a)(5) 

 

• Imminent danger related to centralized pits or impoundments 

• W. Va. Code § 22-6A-9(i) 

 

• Oil and Gas Conservation Commission/Office of Oil and Gas 
Deep Well Policy 

 

 



Communications to the Office 

• Pre-spud meeting (35 CSR 8 – 5.7.h.) 

• Unusual drilling events or large kicks (35 CSR 8 – 5.7.c.5.) 

• H2S (35 CSR 8 – 5.7.e.4.) 

• Underground collisions or unacceptable risk (35 CSR 8 – 
5.7.c.7.) 

• Accidents (35 CSR 8 – 5.7.f.3.) 

 


