
 
 

June 24, 2016 Flood Briefing Remarks as prepared for delivery for Governor Tomblin 

Thank you all for joining us today. I’d like to start by saying the thoughts of Joanne and I are with 
everyone who has been affected by these storms.  As West Virginians, we are all praying for those 
who have lost loved ones. 

Unfortunately, we’ve dealt with weather emergencies all too often in the last couple years, so we 
were prepared and were quick to react. As you all know, a huge cell blanketed nearly the entire 
state yesterday afternoon.  That’s when we opened the state’s Emergency Operations Center.  
Shortly after, I issued a State of Emergency for 44 affected counties because of the uncertainty of 
the path the storms were taking. The declaration allowed us to quickly pull together resources and 
put boots on the ground. Within just a few hours, we had 150 members of the National Guard 
prepared to assist with rescue and response efforts. 

Our first responders and local emergency management officials have been working around the 
clock.  As always, we are very appreciative of their efforts. For those of you watching or listening 
that still have unmet needs, please contact your local office of emergency management.  If it’s an 
emergency, call 911.   

Before I get into specifics, I’d like to take a moment to thank our congressional delegation: Senator 
Joe Manchin, Senator Shelley Moore Capito, Congressman Evan Jenkins – who is with us today --, 
Congressman David McKinley and Congressman Alex Mooney.  They have already made contact 
with FEMA and other federal agencies on the state’s behalf.   

I also want to thank Senate President Bill Cole and House Speaker Tim Armstead for their support 
during this event.  This afternoon, I am joined by several cabinet secretaries and agency heads who 
are assisting:  DHHR Secretary Karen Bowling, Transportation Secretary Paul Mattox, DMAPS 
Secretary Joe Thornton, General James Hoyer, and Homeland Security Director Jimmy Gianato. 
Thank you all.   

I’d like to give you all a quick update on where things stand right now. I just got back from the 
National Guard Joint Operations Center.  I was fully briefed on their response and learned more 
about the devastation.  I’m saddened to report that at this point, we have confirmed 14 individuals 
have lost their lives in the storms. Our hearts go out to their families.   

I had planned to fly around the affected areas myself but wasn’t able to because all state aircrafts 
are currently being used for rescues.  As recently as the past hour, we had state helicopters 
conducting rescue operations in and around Clendenin.   

Our biggest challenge continues to be high water.  Initial reports from our local emergency 
management officials indicate at least six counties have seen extensive structural damage.  Early 
reports indicate more than 100 homes have been seriously damaged or destroyed.  The hardest hit 
counties appear to be Greenbrier, Nicholas, Kanawha and Webster, although I can tell you from 
watching the footage, the damage is widespread and devastating.    

Our focus remains on search and rescue. Top priorities for those missions are Rainelle, Richwood, 
White Sulphur Springs and northern Kanawha County.   

We have been in contact with our electric companies and know they are working to restore power.  
Latest estimates show approximately 66,000 are still without power.  Natural gas service has been 



 
 

shut off in White Sulphur Springs and Caldwell with more than 1,500 customers affected.  They are 
working on restoration, but it could be some time.  

The Division of Forestry is working hard to assist with clearing downed trees. The Division of 
Highways reports that we currently have 60 road closures and that number is expected to grow. 
They are also working to construct a gravel road on the backside of the shopping plaza to rescue 
those stranded in Elkview.  Our Department of Health & Human Resources is working with 
healthcare providers to address any needs they may have. At this point, we don’t believe any 
hospitals have been significantly impacted.  Several nursing homes have been affected, and DHHR is 
working with them to address resident needs. 

Two hundred National Guard members are now actively assisting in eight counties, and I’ve given 
authorization for up to 300 more.   They are assisting local responders with swift water rescue, 
search and extraction efforts, and health and welfare checks.    

The National Weather Service reports there is still the potential for additional rainfall. They are 
closely watching potential pop-up showers along I-64.  Weather had been hindering our aviation 
missions, but the storms seem to be lifting for now.   

Again, for those needing immediate assistance, please contact your local office of emergency 
management.  If it’s an emergency, call 911. Currently, at least 17 shelters are open.  Groups such as 
the Red Cross, the Salvation Army and VOAD have stepped up.  We appreciate their assistance.   

It’s been a long 24 hours, and the next 24 might not be much easier.  But I know West Virginians – 
as you always have done – will continue to help your friends, family and neighbors as they begin to 
clean up and rebuild homes that have been destroyed. 

Donations will continue to be accepted through the American Red Cross, the West Virginia 
Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster, and many churches and community organizations.  

Amid the tragedies, we have already heard numerous stories of heroic actions by our outstanding 
emergency responders. In Richwood, State Police and local responders managed to rescue a woman 
who was trapped in her car with water rising to her neck. Members of the West Virginia National 
Guard and firefighters across the state have risked their own lives to rescue people stranded on 
rooftops and in overflowing rivers.   

While it appears the active phase of this event will end today or tomorrow, there will be an 
enormous amount of recovery work. Please continue to work together and support each other, as 
West Virginians always do.  
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